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The Gothic hand developed in the 1lth century
as the Carolingian hands gradually deteriorated. As
refined in England during the 12th century, this basic
style (of which there are many subtle variations) has
come to be known as "0l1d English"”. Coincidental with
the development of the Gothic hand, book production
ceased to be the exclusive prerogative of the monastery,
and was increasingly handled by studios governed by
guilds. Gothic hand is a simple, bold, yet stylish let-
tering type, with good legibility. This lettering style
is effectively and attractively featured on many of
Leavenworth's signs, including the City's "welcome" sign
at the east entrance to town. The basic parallelogram
shapes are set at an angle of 30° to 35°. This style
would be adaptable to all types of signs, in either down-
town or highway locations.



